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What's In a Pane
by |
Dr. George Diestel*

I walked in to class one day'at the start of the first Irag war (1991)
(Desert Storm) to find a note on my podium which read,

“Dear Dr. Diestel,

My Reserve Group has been called UF 1o go to Iraq. If_I come back, Pl .
take this class with you. Thank you. Please ask all my fellow students to
pray for me. /signed/” .

It had been twenty years since the Vietnam war, so | contemplated my
role as a professor during war. | reserved the Faculty Senate chamber
for an open faculty discussion of, “Our Role As Professors During War.”
I publicized the event on campus. '

To my amazement, 200 faully attended. We discussed our role(s) for
several hours without any agenda or bias; we all left with some very
useful insights about our role(s) and how to best heip our students
during war. '

The large turnout of the young faculty who had never téught'during war,

made a lasting impact on me. There was a lot of thinking going on
among the faculty, and unti! that meeting, we all thought we were alone.

‘During that discussion my thoughts of my reacuons 1 war were

indexed in my soul; | share the most vivid memory as follows:
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FEREREERER . .

Three weeks ago, September 2006, | returned to my parents home in
San Francisco where | grew up during and after World War Il. Qur home
at 25 Justin Drive is now owned by my friend, Bryan, who invites me to
stay with him; | sleep in my childhood bedroom and’| am inundated with
memories. - - R .

“Justin®, the name of a street in San Francisco, can not mean much to
you, yet. ' ,

Brother “Justin”, FSC. (Christian Brothers) was the first president of St.
- Mary’s College, California, now in Moraga, behind the Berkeley Hills,
The original campus was in San Francisco and is now called: “St.
Mary’s Park”. It is in the first subdivision built in the State of California.
All the streets are named after the founding faculty at St. Mary’s'

The Streets are configured in the shape of a bell--"The Bells of
St. Mary's" At the end of the century the College was moved
from San Francisco to Oakland {Brother Justin wrote , "to finally
get out of the damp fog and blistering winds of San Francisco”);
thence to Moraga and "St. Mary's Park” was built (1920s-30s) on
the original San Francisco campus of about 200 acres. My
parents paid $3,600 for our home. The land was owned by the
Archdiocese of San Francisco whose first Archbishop, Alemany,
is remembered by the name of southern border to St. Mary's
Park, Alemany Boulevard (which runs all the way from St Mary's
Park to Daly City). ‘
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